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Stand 

 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P Each week in Advent, we light a candle as we prepare for the arrival of the 

Savior, who would come to His people in human flesh and who promises to 

come again. In a world of darkness, a light shines. Jesus Christ is the light of the 

world. 

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

P The first Advent candle is known as the prophecy candle or the candle of hope. 

We hear again the first promise and prophesy made in the Garden of Eden after 

the fall into sin: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 

His heel.” The Lord has kept His Word through the mouths of prophets who, for 

generations, pointed people to the promised Savior to come. 

C The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

P Guided by the light of hope, we respond with the psalmist: “Our soul waits for 

the LORD; 

C He is our help and our shield. 

 

P For our heart is glad in Him, because we trust in His holy name. 

C Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You.” 

 

 

The first Advent candle is lit. 
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Hymn: 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession of Sins 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 

Absolution (Forgiveness of Sins) 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 

 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 

 and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 

 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore. 

O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 122  

I was glad when they said to me, 

 “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

Our feet have been standing 

 within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem—built as a city 

 that is bound firmly together, 

to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

 to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

There thrones for judgment were set, 

 the thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

 “May they be secure who love you! 

Peace be within your walls 

 and security within your towers!” 

For my brothers and companions’ sake 

 I will say, “Peace be within you!” 

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

 I will seek your good. 

 

Epistle Romans 13:8–14 

 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far 

gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 

not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of 

Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 

you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and 

bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs 

them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by 

the prophet, saying, 

“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and 

the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
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the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred 

up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 

Nazareth of Galilee.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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Hymn:  (8:30)  334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (stanzas 1-4)  

 (11:00)  Sing to the King (see insert) 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Hymn:  (8:30)  334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (stanzas 5–6) 

 (11:00)  Sing to the King (Reprise) (see insert) 

 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, for whose arrival we expectantly wait. With the crowds who cry, 

“Hosanna!” we humble ourselves before Him as the King who comes to save us 

from sin and redeem our lives for eternity. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer found inside the back cover of the hymnal 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution Hymns:  (8:30)  343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

  340 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

  338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

  332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 (11:00) Light of the World (see insert) 

  Agnus Dei (see insert) 

 

 

Stand 

 

The Dismissal and Benediction 
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(8:30) Hymn to Depart: 339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(11:00) Song: Waiting Here for You  (see insert) 
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